
Apparel and Footwear International RSL Management Group 

Welcome to the 8th AFIRM 
Supplier Seminar!
20th November 2025, İstanbul, Türkiye



2

AFIRM:
WHO ARE WE 
AND WHAT DO 
WE DO?
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Founding members

2004: AFIRM Group Established

Apparel & Footwear International RSL Management Group
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- Collaborative forum to advance chemicals management

- Primary goal: simplify, align, evolve & scale RSL adoption

- Supply chain outreach & education – elevate industry on this topic

- Product chemical policy engagement & regulatory compliance 



ELIZABETH TREANOR
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AFIRM Director: 2004 - 2016
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2010: Historical Perspective
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250+ Product RSLs in the Apparel & Footwear Industry 

-Different chemicals, limits, methods & formats
- Estimated 12000 pages of chemical restrictions!

-Very challenging for supply chain
- Why was this happening?
- Is this the proper way to manage industry?
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2012: AFIRM RSL Guidance Published
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Big Step Toward a Common RSL

- Compilation of AFIRM member brand strictest 
RSL limits (with some exceptions)

- Would brands adopt in place of their own RSL?
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2015: AFIRM RSL v.01 Published

7

Huge Victory for AFIRM and the Greater Industry!

- Common RSL that goes beyond globally 
regulated limits

- Simplify compliance / gain efficiencies

- Demonstrate maturity / model legislation

- Updated to Version 10.1 earlier this month
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AFIRM RSL Supporting Tools
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Industry Landscape:  RSL vs. MRSL
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Chemical Inputs & Outputs

MRSL

Product RSL

Wastewater 
Guidelines

Input-Output Systems: 
Private, third-party 
certification & coverage 
of AFIRM RSL limits



AFIRM Public Policy Engagement
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Responsible Positions with Lawmakers & Regulators

- Restriction consultation comments
- Live testimony at hearings
- Virtual & in-person meetings with 

policymakers
- Collaboratively hosted events for 

policymakers & enforcement authorities

Goal: Beneficial, pragmatic, implementable & 
verifiable chemical restrictions
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2025: AFIRM Group Membership
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46 Member Companies and Growing! (300+ Brands)


