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Restricted Substances List

• Version 1 published in 
2015

• New version published 
annually (every January)

• Version 3 (2018) currently 
posted

• Many, but not all, AFIRM  
brands have adopted
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CHECK BRAND SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
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Available on AFIRM website: 
https://www.afirm-group.com/afirm-rsl/
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Change log will include:
• Add or delete substance(s)
• Change to limit
• Change to test method

Change log will not include:
• Fixing typos
• Minor changes
• Change to reporting limits
• Change to test method year
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• Added Reporting Limits (values above which labs should report 
detected substances for purposes of data capture and harmonization)

• Added link to Chemical Information Sheets



Restricted Substances List

What’s Next?
• Clarification of scope of products covered (apparel, footwear, 

accessories, sporting goods)
• Definition of material types with examples (eg blended fibers, 

polymers, etc)
• Conversion of risk matrix to test matrix
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Packaging Restricted Substances List

• First collaborative 
Packaging RSL in the 
industry

• Version 1 took a 
conservative approach

• New version published 
annually (every January)

• Will take time for brands to 
adopt
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CHECK BRAND SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
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Available on AFIRM website: 
https://www.afirm-group.com/packaging-restricted-
substance-list/
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Same format as Product RSL
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Scope of packaging materials covered under Packaging RSL

Packaging is defined as all products made of any materials of any nature to be used for 
the containment, protection, handling, delivery and presentation of goods, from raw 
materials to processed goods, from the producer to the user or consumer.



Chemical Information Sheets

• Published in 2017
• Separate/multiple sheets for each chemical group
• Updated periodically
• Will be updated to include packaging for 2019 release
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Available on AFIRM website:
https://www.afirm-group.com/chemical-information-sheets/
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Supplier Toolkit

• Last version published in 
2011

• Contains a lot of valuable 
information but can be 
difficult to navigate

• Due to volume of 
information and resources, 
keys areas were updated 
in 2018 with remainder to 
come in 2020
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Available on AFIRM website: 
https://www.afirm-group.com/toolkit/
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Supplier Toolkit

Where are the risks?
• Brief outline of steps to take 

to prevent RSL failures
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Supplier Toolkit

Background on Restricted Substances
• Links to each Chemical Information Sheet
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Supplier Toolkit

Educate the Supply Chain
• Process for educating your supply chain
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RSL Implementation
• How to establish an RSL program
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Supplier Toolkit

Strategy for RSL 
Management
• How to create an RSL 

compliance program
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Supplier Toolkit

RSL Failures and 
Corrective Action 
Examples
• Resource for 

common RSL 
failures and 
corrective actions
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Supplier Toolkit

Safety Data Sheet (SDS)
• Outlines key elements of 

a good Safety Data 
Sheet
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Break / Intermission 
10:30 – 11:00

Please enjoy Tea, Coffee and Snacks in the Lobby


